[Phase II study of combination chemotherapy with cisplatin, carboplatin and etoposide (CPVP) in unresectable non-small cell lung cancer: analysis of survival time and prognostic factors].
Phase II study of combination chemotherapy with cisplatin, carboplatin and etoposide (CPVP) was conducted in 46 patients with unresectable non-small cell lung cancer. In the previous paper, we showed that CPVP produced a satisfactory response rate without major toxicities. In the present paper, survival time and prognostic factors were analyzed. The median survival time (MST), 1- and 2-year survival of 46 patients (III A4, III B15, IV 27) were 14.1 months, 57.0% and 18.2%, respectively. In prognostic analysis, responders survived significantly longer than non-responders (MST: 15.8 vs 11.0 months, p < 0.05). Large cell carcinoma and stage IV have proven to be indicators of poor prognosis. Females and patients less than 60 years old tended to do better. With regard to the relationship between the time from initiation of treatment to response and survival time, late responders (response after 3 or 4 courses) survived significantly (p < 0.05) longer than early responders (response after 1 or 2 courses). The CPVP regimen is not only practical, but also very effective. It deserves further study to reveal its advantages compared to the other platinum compound containing regimens.